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Guidance and Legislation

Control and Asbestos Regulations 2012

ñThe regulations prohibit the importation, supply and use of all forms of 

asbestos.ò

ïBlue and Brown was banned in 1985

ïWhite in 1999

http://www.hse.gov.uk/asbestos/regulations.htm

http://www.hse.gov.uk/asbestos/essentials.htm

Asbestos awareness training is required for persons liable to disturb 

asbestos while carrying out their normal everyday work

http://www.hse.gov.uk/asbestos/regulations.htm
http://www.hse.gov.uk/asbestos/essentials.htm
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Asbestos Awareness

KNOW :

ÅThe properties of asbestos and its 

affect on health

ÅThe types of asbestos containing 

material (ACM) uses and likely 

occurrence

ÅEmergency procedures

ÅHow to avoid exposure

TO COMPLY WITH 

REG. 10
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ñAsbestos is a term used for the fibrous forms of several naturally 

occurring silicate minerals that have been exploited for their flexibility, high 

tensile strength, incombustibility, low thermal conductance and resistance 

to chemical attack. For regulatory purposes in Britain, the Control of 

Asbestos at Work Regulations (CAWR) define asbestos as any of the 

minerals chrysotile, crocidolite, amosite, fibrous anthophylite, fibrous 

actinolite or fibrous tremolite, or any mixture of them.ò

From: Asbestos the analysts guide for sampling, analysis and clearance 

procedures HSG 248
Chrysotile :Mg3(Si2O5)(OH)4

Asbestos Awareness
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Asbestos Awareness

Two Main Types;

Serpentine which are sheets of the mineral Chrysotile (WHITE ASBESTOS)

Amphiboles which are chains the most common being Amosite (BROWN 

ASBESTOS) and Crocidolite (BLUE ASBESTOS)

They cannot be identified by colour
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History

ñinextinguishableò or indestructibleò

Know as ñMountain leatherò

And ñrock flossò
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Production

Used in over 3000 products

Produced in Canada, Russia, Zimbabwe, 

RSA, Cyprus and USA.

Continued to used until 1990s in UK

A potent carcinogen


